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for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shal! be to all people.” 





NO. 20. 
—— 
thorns was platted and put upon his head, or that 
| the vinegar mingled with gall should be given Him 
Ma. Eprror, Ito drink? that he should be mocked and spit upon ; 

sir—In perusing the 14th Number, 2d volume that his hands should be nailed to the fatal wood— 
of the Gospel Herald, I observed in it a Commu-|that his innocent side should be pierced with the 
ication on the subject of fore-ordinalion ; and al-| cruel spear—that man should trist him between 
yough 1 consider the whole production a helero-| the heavens and the earth, and cause him to expire 
neous mass of incongruous matter, I shall 80W! op the cross? No such command is found in the 
a nearly the whole of it unnoticed, and merely | Divine Record, neither will any one presume to 
make a few brief remarks, upon one or two of its, say that God had thus commanded; and yet by 
nost prominent features. ist.—In this Communi-| his own word it was by his determinate counsel 
-ation you declare, that that portion of the West-\ and fore-knowledge. If God had commanded 
minster Catechism which says, that “ God hath | them so to act, then they would only have com- 
‘ye-ordained whatsoever comes to pass,” is not de-| plied with what they knew to be the command of 
-ived from the Scriptures, &c. &c. In attempting|God, and they would consequently have been 
to prove your assertions, you have quoted a por- blameless before him; but they had no such com- 
‘on of Divine writ which I conceive has not the /mand ; they acted independent of even the know- 
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»ost distant relation to the subject of the fore-ordi- 
nation of God. See the passage, Jeremiah vii. 31. 
« And they have built the high places of Tophet, 
which isin the valley of the son of Hinnom, to 
burn their sons and daughters in the fire, which I 
commanded not, neither came it inte my heart.” 
This passage states that God did not command 
these people to do these acts, and it follows of 
course, that it never entered his heart to command 
themso to do. Surely this is not saying that God 
had not fore-ordained it, or that the fore-ordination 
thereof had never entered his heart. 

I believe that God has fore-ordained many events 
concerning man, which have been fulfilled, and 
which he never cgmmanded man to be active in. 
Itis therefore one thing to fore-ordain, and it is 
quite another to give commands for tle fulfilment 
thereof. If you ask for the proof of this, you 
Please to be good enough to turn 

to Acts iv. 26—28 verses, and you will find it thus 
writtea:—“The kings of the earth stood up, and 
the rulers were gathered together against the Lord 
and against his Christ, (mark the succeeding words) 
forto do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel de- 
termined before to be done.” Here then is an 
event fore-ordained and determined in the counse! 
of heaven, which no one will presume to say that 
God literally commanded the people to fulfil.— 
Again. Acts ii. 23. “Him (Christ) being deliv- 
ered by the determined counsel and fore-know- 
ledge of God, ye have taken and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain.” Who can produce from 
the beginning of Genesis to the end of Revela- 
tion the command of God, that the people should 
conduct in the foregoing case as they did? Who 
will presume to say that God commanded Judas 
to betray his Lord and Master? or who will as- 
sert that it was by his command that the crown of 


shall have it. 


ledge of the decrees of God, respecting this event. 
They were therefore guilty, and though it was 
fore-ordained, by the determinate counsel of God, 
without their knowledge thereof, they took the 
Saviour of the world, and (consequently) by 
wicked hands they crucified and slew him. Here 
then is one thing that God fore-ordained which he 
never commanded. 

You deny that fore-knowledge necessarily im- 
plies fore-ordination, and in almost the next breath 
you admit it ; for you observe it is said, whatever 
is foreseen must take place, and you grant the 
truth of the saying. All, therefore, is granted, 
that is contained in the quotation from the West- 
minster Catechism ; for we can say no more of 
the decrees of God, than that they must come to 
pass; and of those events, which, if you please, he 
fore-knows, (and you will no doubt admit he fore- 
knows all things) they also, by your own confes- 
| sion, must come to pass. Cunsequently, you have 
admitted fore-ordination and fore-knowledge ne- 
cessarily to mean one as much as the other. Yet, 
after all this, strange as it may appear, you again 
|go on endeavouring to prove a difference between 
|the fore-ordination and fore-knowledge of God; 
and to illustrate your subject, you suppose a case, 
viz—That man decrees that the moon shall give 
no light, &c. and after all, | humbly conceive, that 
all you have-said on the subject, is indeed a mat- 
ter of moonshine 

I strictly and Jilerally believe the quotation from 
the Westminster Catechism ; I believe it is fairly 
inferred from the Scriptures ; I believe that every 
thing that ever has happened, or ever will, was 
from all eternity fore-ordained of God; that all 
that we call evil, (and there is much when abstract- 
edly considered) that is abroad in the world, shall 
redound to the praise and glory of God; for what- 
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ever there may be in man that would go beyond 
this, God will restrain 

On the subject of fore-ordination 

A CaLvisist. 
REMARKS, 

That the truth should appear “heterogeneous 
and incongruous” to a Calvinist, is far from be- 
ing strange. 
correspondent “passed by nearly the whole” 
our remarks on fore-ordinalion, without noticing 
them, is, we think, very obvious. We are of opin- 
ion, that he, unless he lets the truth get the better | 
of his blindness and prejudices, will wish he had 
passed by them altogether! His conduct, in this 
instance, resembles the’ general of an army, who, | 
flying before an enemy of superior strength, should | 
for once, muster courage and make a halt—face 
about his troops, and mistaking a post (or stick of | 
wood) for a sentinel, attack it with his whole 
force! Whether the blindness of the Calvinist is 
so great that he cannot see, or that, in the fury of | 
his mind, and haunted by the ghost of his former 
senses, he would do something if he could, and 
commences battle with the first object he meets, 
without regard to sex or gender, we shall not pre- 
sume to decide; but we confess, in this case, we 
are utterly at a loss to divine his motive, or the 
means by which he would accomplish his object! 
For ourselves, alihough we have no special need 
of his assistance, we are half inclined to thank him 
for his unsolicited favour, of saving us the trouble 
of confuling him! Like the serpent, who expires 
from the poison of his own fangs, he dies from a 
wound of bis own infliction, and we, in pity, shall 
quietly chant his requiem; and our readers, we 
have no doubt, will charilably perform the remain- 
der of his obsequies! 

The Calvinist introduces our quotation, (See 
Jer. vii. 31.) by of which, that “He 
conceives it hag not the mos: distant relation to the 
subject of the fore-ordination of God.” Now we, 
Mr. Calvinist, conceive the same thing!!! And it 
Was our object, in our remarks, which you have 
now attempted to confute ‘by “ passing nearly the 
whole of them unnoticed,” to prove that the fore- 
ordination of God had nothing to do with this, and 
having done this, it appears even to your satisfac- 
tion, there is one thing come to pass which God 
never decreed!!! You now, we think, will read, 
with much satisfaction, your declaration in your 
last paragraph, namely—“TI strictly and literally 
believe the quotation from the Westminster Cate- 
chism ; I believe it is fairly inferred frum the Serip- 
tures. Jf believe that every thing that ever has hap- 
pened, or ever will, was from all eternity FoRE-oR- 
patvep of God,” &c. We really think the terms 
“heterogeneous, and incongruous,” would apply 
here with a very cood grace! 

The word “ command” appears to be the “ hinge 
on which” the Calvinist’s wisdom “turns.” He 
quotes Acts iv. 26—28. “ The kings of the earth 
stood up, and the rulers were gathered together 


declaring 


And the reason why our Calvinistic | 


against the Lord, and against his Christ. Fy, 

trath, against the holy child Jesus, whom thin ter 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, wiy) 
the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were nae, 
ed together, for to do whatsoever thy hand ang 
thy counsel determined before to be done’ ri 
this passage, it is proper to remark—If the Romi. 
native case be placed before the verb, as is 





Datura 


of |the true order of the words will be as fo! 


| Both Herod and Pontius Pilate were gathered 
together against this holy child Jesus, whom 
holy child Jesus) thou hast anointed 


to do what 


thy hand and thy counsel determined to be doy, 

The last words, “to do what thy counse! determ; 
ed,” will relate to Christ, and not to the Wicked 
In addition to the evidence which js o). 
tained by the grammatical construction of the sep. 
© nce, we adduce the other passage quoted by oy 


| rulers. 


Calvinistic friend—Acts ii. 23. “ Him (Christ) be. 
|ing delivered by the determined counsel and for, 

| knowledge ot God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
| hands have crucified and slain.” Let it be remem. 
| bered, that the determined counsel of God, as ex. 
\ emt in this passage, relates, not to the crucifr- 
lion and slaying of Christ, but to the deliveriy 
Christ into their hands. Here the decree 
God stayed. The reader by examining the eo: 
nexion of this passage frow Acts iv. will find that 
the apostle quoted the 2 Ps. at the 7th v. of which 
we read, “I will declare the DECREE.” What is 
jit? Ans. “Ask of me, and I shall give the hea. 
then thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth thy possession.” Again we read, “My 
counsel (decree) shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure.” What is his pleasure? Ans. Ephes.j 
9.10. “ Having made known unto us the mystery 
of his will (decree) according to his good plea 
sure Which he had purposed in himself; that in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times, he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ,” & 
We think we have proved the affirmative, in a 
very homogeneous and congruous manner. 

We shall now prove a negative, and we throw 
the gauntlet to all men, without exception, and 
challenge them to disprove our premisses or ¢o- 
clusions! “ God,” says the objector, “ fore-ordain- 
ed from all eternity every thing that ever has or 
will happen.” This we deny. We declare it to 
be Fatse! Proof—* My counsel shall stand, and | 
will do all my pleasure.” Isa. xlvi. 10. “I have 
pleasure in the death of him that dieth.” Ezek 
xvii. 32, 2 Peter iii. 9. “The Lord is not willing 
that any should perish.” Hosea iv.6. “ My peo- 
ple are destroyed (synonymous with perish ) for 
lack of knowfedge.” Now we ask, in the presence 
of these testimonies—Are there any that die, or 
that perish, or are destroyed ? This must be an 
swered in the affirmative. Then it has “happened 
that men have died—perished—were destroyed — 
Were“these events, which thus happened, fore-or 
dained and decreed by God? This must be an- 
swered in the affirmative likewise, or this hype 
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esis dies in a moment! Now for the question.— 
pid God, from all eternity, fore-ordain and decree 
: aati » We ask our opponents, instead of 
ing and calling our remarks “ heterogeneous, 
incongruous,” to prove them so! And, in fu- 
“pass nearly the whole of them unno- 


-< against his own will, and contrary to his own 


com 
and 
ture, not to 
iced!” 
The Calvinist has made a great ado about the 
word command! God, speaking of the burning ot 
the children in the fire, &c. says, “ Which } com- 
panded not, neither came it into my heart.” Jer. 
yi. 31. Had 
wuld decree and fore-ordain an event, and that 


this Calvinist showed how God 
{ 
event never “come into his heart,” we think he 
would have done something. As it is, we shall let 
the reader determine upon his merits, when he 
éndsthem. Had our Calvinistic friend's premisses 
been fore-ordained, we verily think his conclusions 
would have been mere rational, and that his pre- 


misses would have been more lasting ! 
” 


They are gone to the “tomb of the Capulets! 

N.B. The man who will prove that the fulfilling 
the decrees of God through ignorance, is wicked, 
when the same conduct, had the party known that 
God bad fore-ordained the (same) conduct, would 
have been virtuous and holy, sha!l receive a diplo- 
ma, and be created Docror oF Divinity!!! 

Quere. Who has a better right to make Doctors 
of Divinity, than ourselves ? 

The Calvinist, in his third paragraph, has intro- 
duced a species of logic that we confess is above 


our comprebension. There may be reason in it, 


but we, whether from ignorance, or some inexpli-| 


cable cause, cannot see it. We repeat our former 
declaration, see Number 14, p. 108, 2d Col, 21 
lines from the top. “It is said what is foreseen 
must take place. Granted. God foresaw the ex- 
istence of eril or sin, and if sin never existed, there 
Had not this 
Calvinist “passed nearly the whole” of this para- 
craph by, we think it would have been unneces- 


would bave been no sin to foresee.” 


’ 


sury to have said a word in reply. It is a very con- 
venient method to controvert the whole, by pul- 
ling at one corner! 
clothes, showing ene of the buttons as a sample ! 
Until this champion can prove that a thing or 
event can be foreseen, which will never happen, or 
have any existence, being, substance, or identity, 
to foresee, we hope he will have the wisdom to 
give the preference to common sense, or the mo- 
desty to keep silent ! 

Note-—In the investigation of the subject of the 
fore-knowledge of God, there is one fact, in parti- 
cular, which is deserving of notice. Man cannot 
reason @ priori, he can onlv reason a posteriori.— 
God, alone, can see the end from the beginning, 
and know the certain effect of all causes which 
shall exist. “ The wages of sin is death. By man 
came death. Every good gift, and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness. 
neither shadow of turning 


It is like selling a suit of 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 
The Elders and Messengers of the several Churches 
met in Association, ia the City of New-York, 
Oct. 5, a. v. 1790. 


(Concluded from p. 100.) 

Nor James i. 18. for the first fruits here means 
all the saved, as in the last, who are distinguished 
and separated by grace from others, as the first 
fruit was wont to be fromthe crop, and consecra- 
ted to God as that was. Nor 1 Cor. xv. 25, 28, and 
Phil. ii. 10. Rev. v. 13. for these are only expres- 
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sive of the universal dominion of Christ, and of 
homage and adoration paid him on that account. 
Nor Ezek. xvi. 53, 55. for, first, if Sodom was to 
|be restored, it must be to its former state, which 
was a very bad one. Secondly, it restored should 
be understood in an improper sense, then, by So- 
dom may be understood the gentile nations, who 
were like unto Sodom in practice. Deut. xxxii. 32. 
Isai. 10. Jer. xxiii. 14. Rev. xi. 8. And Israel 
by Samaria, who shall be restored when all the 
' Jews, with the fulness of the Gentiles, shall be 
brought in at the time of the latter day glory. Or 
| thirdly, that when Sodom and Samaria should fe 
turn to their former state, then the Jews should to 
| theirs, as much as to say, theynever should, as they 
|never were. For though many of them returned 
‘from the Babylonish captivity, yet they were never 
'restored to their former state and glory. And 
besides, it is expressly said, with respect to Sodom 
jand Gomorrha, and the cities about them, that 
they are set forth for an example, suffering the ven- 
| geance of eternal fire. Jude 7. 
| Thus, brethren, we have cited the principal pas- 
sages brought in support of this wild notion of 
| Universal Salvation, and you see how little they 
jare to the purpose. Thus it is that people in a 
| strait will catch at any thing. 
| Further, it is not only manifest, that there is no 
text to support such a notion, but that there can- 
'not be suchatext. It cannot be, that the Divine 
| Being has published any thing, that would be not 
| only contrary to those plain texts, that speak posi- 
|tively of the eternal duration of future punish- 
ment, but that it would also be perfectly useless, 
and at the same time dangerous. If the wicked 
were ever to be released from hell, time enough 
to let them know it, a/fer they get there, and not 
before, to encourage them in sin. To give them, 
so much as a hint of it in this life, would be ex- 
actly the same as if the Divine Being, when he 
prohibited the use of the forbidden tree, had told 
Adam, that if he should eat of that tree, he would 
| contrive a way for his eseape, of which ve know 
that not the least—” 
N. B. Here this Circular ends e’ruypily; the re- 

mainder of (he pamphlet being toru off, &c. 


REMARKS. 


We look back with astonishment to the period 
| when the above circular was published, and greedi- 
ly swallowed, as gospel, by poor, blind, prie<t-rid- 


' 








first fruitsjunless there be after fruits? 
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den man. We ask ourselves, Is it possible that 
men, professing the faith of Jesus, and able to read 
the Seriptures in their mother tongue, could 
sanction and countenance such impious absurdi- 
ties? Are there any at present, who will believe 
these cunningly (or, more properly, clumsily) de- 
vised fables? If so, we request their attention, 
while we, assisted by the light of revelation and 
reason, point out their falsehood 

The Rey. authors of this Circular declare, re- 
“The first fruits here 

Reader, we shall not 


marking on James i. 18. 


means all the saved,” &c. 
insult your head, or heart, by lengthy remarks on 


Can there be 
We ask 
you, without regard to your particular religious 
faith, what you will do with the positive, unequiv- 
ocal declarations, that in the fulness of times God 
will gather together in one all things in Christ >— 
(Ephes. i.) And that blindness in part is happened 
to Israel, unéil the fulness of the Gentiles be come 
in, and so all Israel shall be saved, &c. ? (Rom. xi.) 

fe press this home to your bosom, and your con- 


this question. Answer to yourself 


. a will answer, that this Circular is an abomi- 


¢ falsehood! See Rom. viii. 20—23. We de- 
elare unhesitatingly, that there is not a man living, 
no! not ene! who, inthe presence of these testi- 
monies, can ley his hand upon his heart, lift his 
eyes to heaven, and invoking the presence of his 
God and Judge, say, that the declarations contain- 
ed in this Circular are truth! 
The remark on 1 Cor. xv. 
Rev. v. 13. is puerile evasion. 
settles this question. “ Every tongue shall swear, 


25, 


28. Phil. ii. 10.; 
Isa. xlv. 23, 24, 
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| Deut. &e. &e. and speak of the latter day glory _ 
We know, that Christ came im the latter dey, fat 
the end of the aionos, translated world,) ang the 
latter day glory is not now future. Reader. ime. 
gine to yourself an assemblage of clergymen, 
whom the people look up as to oracles, dignifies 
as an Association, and hear them declare, « That 
when Sodom and Samaria should return. to their 
former state, then the Jews should to theirs, ,. 
much as to say, They never should, as they never 
were!” A prophet of the only living God decla:. 
ed, (Ezek. xvi. 61. 62.) “ Then, (when? we ask 
The clergymen say never! Hear the prophet, ) (ho, 
shalt remember thy ways and be ashamed, wh, 
thou shalt receive thy sisters, &e. and J wil! gire 
them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy cove 
nant; and I will establish my covenant with thy 
and thou shalt know that Lam the Lord.” Let) 
man, in future, who denies the accomplishment oj 
this prophecy, make any pretensions to Christigy 
ity! 

The quotation from Jude 7. is against them.— 
“ Suffering the vengeance of elernal fire.” Tip 
word rendered eternal in this passage is aioniny — 
We think we have proved, beyond the possibility 
of refutation, that this word has no determinate 
meaning in itself, exclusively considered ; butis 
governed by its connexion. The intelligent read. 
er, however, must see, that even if admitted to 
mean an end/ess duration, it would not help them 
A man might suffer the vengeance of a fire whic) 
will burn without end, and only suffer one minute 
Suffering the vengeance of elernal fire, (according 
to the commonly received opinion of the meaning 
of the word eternal,) and suffering the vengeance 





surely shall say, in the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength, to Him shall come,’ &¢. The declaration 
of Christ, that “No man cometh unto the Father| 
but by me,” is adeathblow to these clerical triflers' 

They mext quote Ezek. xvi. 53, 55. and say, “If 
Sodom was to be restored, it must be to its former 
State, which was a very bad one.” Now we think 
we can settle this question to the utter confusion 
of all the cavillers in creation. These very men 


of fire eternally, are very different things. Let it 
not be understood, however, that we introduce thi: 
as an argument in our favour, (although, to ou 
opponents, it would prove unsurmountable,) for 
we do not need it! The apostles Paul and Peter, 
(and we think they are better authority than in- 
fidels, who give the lie direct to God's holy 
prophets,) have settled this matter. 2 Peter i 
6. “And turned the cities of Sodom and Go- 





admit, that “all like sheep have gone astray.” They 
make the sfale to which the Sodomites are to be| 
restored, the bad slale which they were in, while | 
they were astray, &c. This cannot be evaded by| 
any possible sophistry, or subtlety in argument.—| 
We therefore ask, If the first state of the Sodom-| 
ites was a sinful state, how could it be said they! 


‘strayed? What could they stray from? Let the} 


abettors of these monstrous absurdities muster! 
courage, for once, andanswer!!! They, however, 
are hard pressed by truth and common sense — 
They therefore imagined another loop-hole through 
which they tried to creep; but, poor creatures, 
here they stuck fast! “Secondly,” say they, “ if, 
restored s!:ould be understood inan improper sense, | 
then by Sodom may be understood the Gentile na-' 
tions,” &c. These men were so ignorant, it seems, | 
that they supposed Sodom to be a non-descript!! 
Neither Jews por Gentiles!!! They quote from 


morrah into ashes, condemved with an overthrow, 
(katastrophe, not endless misery!) making an ex- 
ample unto those that after should live ungodly 

Not die ungodly! ‘The lake Asphaltitis remains 
thisexample. Not the Sodomites, in an imaginary 
hell of material fire and brimstone! 1 Cor. x. 11 

“ Now all these things happened unto them for 
ensamples ; (that is, God, by his judgments visited 
affliction oa them in ao unusual manner, that after 
generations should see the consequences of wrong 
doing, and be deterred trom following their per- 
nicious ways. It is Well said, that “ God in judg- 
ment remembers mercy !”) and they are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
(Reader, what do you think is coming to an end? 
Behold!) world are come.’ The word rendered 
world is aionon! before whom the ends of ETer- 
NAL, and FOR EVER are come! Paul must have 
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existed a great while, according to the acceptation | no certain evidence of his own forgiveness and sal- 
of this word among clergymen. vation, but must fear that God will destroy him? 
We do not court controversy, in the common} Of the translation of this passage, We remark— 
understanding of the term; but we court INVES-/the word rendered never, in the original is ouk, 
TIGATION with outstretched arms, and CHALLENGE synonymous with the word not. If the word not 
ALL THE CLERGYMEN AND DOCTORS OF DIVINITY | means never, then the word ouk (the Greek nega- 
\y CREATION TO COME FORWARD AND DISPROVE |tive,) means never likewise, and vice versa. The 
OUR PREMISSES !!! word rendered damnation, is kriseose. Fora defi- 
The authors of this impious Circular, now know | nition of which, and for irrefulable evidence, too, 
what we “catch” at! And we know that we have | that this word should be translated supG MENT, see 
caught them ! our 18th Number, 2d vol. p. 138. 2d Col. Re- 
We conclude our remarks on this miserable |jative to the definition of the word aioniou, ren- 
eflort of the powers of darkness, by saying, that) dered eternal, in this passage, it would be su- 
their declaration, “If the wicked were ever to be|perfluous to say more than to observe, that we 
released from hell, time enough to let them know | have already, repeatedly, defined it, and that we 
it, afler they get there, and not before,” &c. would | are willing it should be considered in this passage, 
e with a better grace from the mouth of good|to mean aterm of time as extensive as the Gospel 
ages dispensation. 
BLASPHEMY. . a 
In our last Number, in answer to the Rev. H. Salvation by Works. 
Sanford, we declared, that “when Mr. S. willfru-| In our 18th Number, we published a Hyma, en- 
ly define what constitutes the sin of blasphemy | titled “Wrestiinc Jacop,” written by the Rev. 
azainst the Holy Ghost, we pledge ourselves to |Charles Wesley. There is a sentiment expressed 
prove that he, Mr. Hawley Sanford, is, or has-been jin that Hyma, which we vay much question 
guilty of it!” With a view to prevent miscon- whether the Methodists, who sing this Hymn, have 
struction of our motive, we reiterate this declara- | noticed; and which, were it not for the acknows 
tion, with the addition, that we do not think Mr. ledged talents of the writer, (and as it is we have 
Sis at present qualified to “define” the meaning | some doubis,) we should be inclined to think that 
ofthe passage ; and shall therefore “truly define” it | even he was ignorant of the sentiment which he, 
ourselves; of rather give the explanation which | himself, expressed! Itis as follows— 
Christ gave to the Jews, and which, we think, is “ And when my all of strength shall fail, 
the true one. Namely—Mark iii. 30. “ Because 1 shall with the God-man prevail!" ~ 
they said, he hath an unclean spirit.” Blasphemy,| We believe it to be impossible for any Than to 
therefore, being to “ speak evil of God,” it fol-| have a certainty of happiness in a future state, and 
lows, that the attributing to God any quality, dis- | peace in this, as a consequence, who trusts in his 
position, or purpose, contrary to his true charac- | own works or'merit for salvation, in the degree of 
ter, is blaspheming Him, in every sense of the | one,even if it were graduated upon a scale of ten 
word. The Jews did not blaspheme the Holy | million degrees!!!) Now we conceive it to be a 
Spirit (translated Ghost, which is God,) when they, | self-evident position, that the man who trusts for 
ignorant of the Lord Jesus Christ, supposed him | salvation alone, and exclusively, to the Lord Jesus 
tobe only the “son of man.” Consequently, | Christ, can fever assign any reason for the endless 
Christ said, as related by Mark, “ All sins shall be | misery of one of all the race of Adam. Is not 
forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies | this as plain as the sun at noonday? If God will 
wherewithsoever they shall blaspheme; but he save you, uncondilionally, where is your evidence 
that shall blaspheme against the Holy Spirit hath ‘that he will not save all unconditionally? And 
never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal pam-/| unless God will save all unconditionally, where is 
sation.” The reason is assigned, why they have | your evidence that he will save you uncondition- 
not forgiveness—“ Because they said, He, (the|ally? And how can you pretend, as an honest 
Holy Spirit) hath an unclean Spirit.” The intel- jand rational being, to trust alone and exclusively 
ligent reader will notice, that the word unclean, in |to the merit and mercy of God, &c. for salvation, « 
this passage, is used as a convertible term for dia-|if you, in the next breath, include so much as one 
bolical or devilish! The true character of the devil act, word, or thought, as a condition on which you 
(who is an unholy spirit) is to be a destroyer ; the | will be saved, and in default of which, you will 
true character of the Holy Spirit, who is God, our | be cast off for ever? 
Heavenly Father, is to bea SAVIOUR!!! There-| —- = 
fore, whosoever says that God is a destroyer of the | “We who have believed do enterinto rest.” —Pavt. 
souls of men, blasphemes Him, and attributes to} On Sunday evening last, I heard a Calvinistic 
Him the character of the unclean spirit, who is, Baptist Clergyman, in Broome-street, preach from 
the devil, and a destroyer! It is impossible for any | Isa. liv. 13. “ And all thy children shall be taught 
man to give God this character, and have a sense of the Loxp ; and great shall be the peace of thy 
of forgiveness. For if 2 man believes God to be a | children.’ He was pleased (o say, that for one 


destroyer of any of the human race; he can bave/ hour's peace, on earth, the believing children of 


com 


wen 
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God had fen weeks of trouble and misery! In fine, 
it appeared, from his doctrine, that bedicvers were 
very miserable here. Paul, (however, was an old 
fashioned preacher, he) declared, “ We who have 
believed do enter into rest.”. He remarked of the 
“ Spirit of (ruth,” that it “taught the sinner there 
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free school, (from a fund appropriated for that pur. 
pose,) for the Benefit of all the children, of indi. 
gent parents, belonging to it. Did the elerzymon 
who officiated as their spiritual teacher, and oie 
forter, receive a salary sufficient to maintain three 


families, as large as his own ? Could he rest, or let 


was no hope for him," &c. On reading the 5th v.| his congregation rest, until this school fund found 
he tried hard to bile the word whole in two, andfthe way into his pocket! Was the school broken 


spoke it, evideutly, with shame and pain. Namely: 


“The God of the whole earth shall he be called.’ | the many children obtain an education w here t 


up? Did the one parson live extravagantly > Do 


hey 


The man who made the abominable prayer, no-| can find it! 


ticed recently, again thanked God, in his petition, 
for the damnation of sinners!!! He quoted, and 
perverted 2 Peter ii. “ But there were false pro- 
phets also among the people, even as there shall 


Reader, is all this for the love of God, and con- 
cern for poor sinners!!! 

Note. We mention the above, from a principle 
of duty. We pity the wretch who could thys im- 


be false teachers amoug you, who privily shall) pose upon a deluded people ; and the people who 


bring in damnable heresies, even denying the | 


could be so blinded by their partiality and prejy. 


Lord that bought them.” He substituted the | dice, as to pamper an individual at the expense of 


words “his people,” for the word “them!” I 
took uccasion, at the close of the meeting, to ask 
him his motive for this perversion. He replied, 
that he had a right to alter it! 


so many unfortunate children ! 

Note. A dignified doctor of divinity in this city, 
pretended he could not maintain his family with 
his salary of $2,500. When his salary was raised, 


When the Clergyman, Mr. V. V. left the church, | (from charitable motives, we presume, to prevent 


he was accosted by a believer in the universal 
goodness of our Heavenly Father, and after some 
conversation, agreed to discuss the subject of the 
atonement of Christ, with him, im public, in his 
church in Broome-street, next Monday evening, at 
7 o'clock, and prove Universal Salvation to be false, 
and his own doctrine true, &c.. We hope he will 


be true to his appointment, and we have no fears 
for the result !— Ev. 


@—The prophet says, “ Great peace have 
they | 
them.” Calvinists say, “ The Christian for one 
hour's peace has ten weeks misery, or suffering. — 
Miserable Christians are ye all! 

The Scriptures say, that God is the “ God of the 
spirits of all flesh.” Mr. V. V. says, God has His 
children, and the devil has Ais children; and the 
devil will keep his children upon the earth as long 
as he pleases! Is not this making the devil om- 
nipotent ? 

——- 
The love of Money is the noort of all evil.” 

“ Oye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord; 
‘Thas saith the Lord God, Behold, | am against the 
shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, 
and cause them to cease from feeding the flock ; 


neither shall the shepherds feed themselves ary| 


more ; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth; 
that they may not be meat for them. For thus saith 
the Lord God, Behold, I, even J, will both search 
my sheep and seek them out. Asa shepherd seeketh 
out his flock in the day that he is amongst his sheep 


love thy law, and nothing shall offend | 


the starvation of his family,) he purchased a house, 
at the moderate sum of $14,000!!! Now the inier. 
est of the money paid for this house, amounts to 
nine hundred and eighty dollars per annum. (This 
sum, according to orthodox calculations, woy\d 
save hundreds of poor souls from endless burnings! 
“The heathen,” say they, “ will not be given ip 
Christ without MONEY !”) 

If this is not “serving their own belly, and by 
good words and fair speeches deceiving the hearts 
of the stwere and making merchandise of them,” 
| we leave it to the reader to tell what is! 

a 
Misstonarny Lapours or Love. 
From the Mercantile Advertiser. 
Albany, Aue. ¥3. 

We, the undersigned, chiefs of the Oneida tribx 
of Indians, understanding that there is a note in 
the Albany Gazette of July 27th, copied from the 
Detroit Gazette of July 13th, announcing the a 
rival of Mr. Williams, our Missionary, with a de 
putation from the Six-Nations, on their way to 
Green Bay, to treat with the Western Indians for 
lands, &c. 

This is to inform the publie that no deputation 
has been sent from this tribe, nor do we believe 
that any has been sent by any of the Six-Nations. 
We are sure that they are opposed to exchanging 
their cultivated lands for the Western wilderness. 

The public are assured, that it is not, nor has 
been our wish or design to emigrate. All this bus- 
tle and noise about our emigrating, has arisen from 


} 





that are scaitered ; so will I seek out my sheep, | designing and interested men, whom we esteem our 
and will deliver them oul of all places where they have | enemies, 


been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 
feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, 
saith the Lord God.” Ezekiel xxxiv. 
To rue Pusuic. 
Did a congregation, in this city, once support a} 


I oil 


This tribe, and the Onondaga, are preparing to 
send a deputation to Washington immediately, to 
inform the government against the designs of our 
Missionary and his associates, and implore its pro- 
tection. 





requil 
lore # 
gvme 
and ' 
our | 


That 
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Done in counell, this 9th day of August, 1821, 

st the Oneida Castle. [Signed by the Chiefs.} 
————— 
A CONTRAST. 

God, our Heavenly Father, says, “ What have I 
required of thee, Oman, but that thou do justly— 
I .. mercy—and walk humbly with God?” Cler- 

vmen require of us, that we should hate mercy, 
pel even rejoice in the endless wretchedness of 
our dearest relatives, friends and connexions !— 
That we should unjustly be compelled to pay them 
-mous sums for preaching; and, instead of their 
ly, they squander yearly in their 


é 
¢ humb 


kits 


wi 


families more money than would maintain thre« 


himes the number, and find them all the necessaries 

oflife!!! And this, reader, all this, for the “ Love 

of God and poor perishing souls!” And all this, 
wader, When they pretend that “every dollar 
would go far to save some poor soul from endless 
wretchedness.” We are not their judges. We 
donot judge them. But we tell them boldly, 

at their p? actice is a poor comment on their pro- 
jession! We say to all, “Take heed, and beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees! Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not after Christ.” Col. ii. 8. 

a 
A HINT TO CLERGYMEN. 

Rev. xxii. 18, 19. is frequently quoted by some 
clergymen, and, like a rod, held over the heads of 
their congregations to deter them from adding to, 
or taking away from the Scriptures. Clergymen, 
however, are lawless. They have no hesitation in 
adding to or taking away from the Scriptures, 
whenever it will suit their conveniency. It has be- 
come quite fashionable in our day, to say “ God 
was in Christ reconciling the elect world—God is 
the Saviour of the believing world—God loved the 
believing world,” &c. This is adding with a wit- 
ness! When an inspired apostle declares that 
“ Christ tasted death for every man—that it is God’s 
will that all men shall be saved,” &c. They say, 
Christ tasted death for only a part—-it is God's 
will, not that all shall be saved, but some of all! 
Is not this “taking away?” 

Quere. Supposing the Trustees, or those who 
pay these ministers their Salaries, were to apply 
their logic, when they haad them their money, 
and say, Here is a part, and some of all—Give me 
a receipt for the whole—for all—-for every dollar!!! 

May the time speedily arrive, when clergymen 
will be as unwilling to part with any of the truths 
of God, as they now are to lose their money ! 

——— 
Missionary Coffee. 

The New-Haven Reticious INTELLIGENCER 
earnestly recommends the use of rye, as a substi- 
tute for imported coffee, and the avails of this sav- 
ing to be given for Missionary purposes, &c.— 
We think this hint can be improved. We recom- 
mend rye coffee to our doctors of divinity, and 
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we are of opinion, that if they graduated all their 
family expenses upon the rye coffee scale, instead 
of grumbling with salaries of $2,500, they would 
live very comfortably upon § 500, and make a 
clear saving of two thousand dollars per annum 
to their congregations! ‘This, however, is not 
their motive. Like the Pharisees of old, “they 
bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, 
and lay them on men’s shoulders, but they, them- 
selves, will not move them with one of their fin- 
gers. Wo unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hy- 
pocrites ; for ye compass sea and land to make one 
proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him two- 
fold more the child of hell than yourselves.” Matt 
xxiii 4, 15. 

Note —The worg rendered hell, in this passage, 
is geennese. It is properly considered to signify a 
state of mental darkness, and suffering as a conse- 
quence. 

— 
Mepicat axp THrorocicat Empiricism. 

From Bishop Bull's Sermon on the Priestly Offce 

I have ofttimes, not without wonder and indig- 
nation, observed the strange confidence of empi- 
rics in pbysie, that dare venture on the practice of 
that noble art, which they do not at all understand; 





considering bow for a little paliry gain they shrewd- 
lly hazard, or rather certainly destroy, the health 
jand lives of men; and have judged them worthy 
| of as capital and ignominious a punishment, as 
|those that kill men on the highways. But I have 
|soon exchanged this meditation into another of 
more concernment to myself; and my indignation 
hath quickly returned into my own bosom, when 
I consider how much bolder and more hazardous 
an attempt it is for a man to venture on the 
Priestly Office ; to minister.to the eternal health 
and salvation of souls. How much skill is requi- 
site to qualify a man for such an undertaking? 
how great care in the dischargeof it? what a sad 
thing it would be, if through my anskilfulness, or 
negligence, any one soul should miscarry under 
my hands, or die and perish eternally ? 
REMARKS. 

We think it would be a “ sad thing, if through 
the unskilfulness, or negligence” of these prodigious 
great and pious Doctors, “any one soul should 
miscarry under their hands, or die and perish eter- 
nally!” Now, although we do not think that any 
souls are at their disposal, still, with a charitable 
motive, and desire to quiet their forebodings, and 
calm their perturbed hearts, we advise as follows : 
Rev. Gentlemen, Take as good care of all the souls 
committed to your trust as you do of your salaries, 
and our word for it, you will never lose one through 
“ unskilfulness ar negiigence.” 

Of Medical Empiricism, the celebrated Tissot, 
(of Lausanne, France,) observes, 

“In fine, if it be found impossible to extinguish 
these abuses, (for those arising from Quacks are not 
the only ones, nor is that title applied to as mang 
as really deserve it) beyond all doubt it would be 
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for the benefit and safety of the public, upon the 
whole entirely to prohibit the art, the practice of 
physic itself’ When real and good physicians cannot 
effect as much good as ignorant ones and impostors 
do mischief, some real advantages must accrue to 
the state, and to the whole species, from employ- 
ing none of either. I affirm it, after much reflec- 
tion, and from thorough conviction, that anarchy 
in medicine, is the most dangerous anarchy. For 
this profession, when loosed from every restraint, 
and subjected to no regulations, no laws, is the 
more cruel scourge aad affliction, from the inces- 
sant exercise of it ; and should its anarchy, its dis- 
orders prove irremediable, the practice of the art, 
become so very noxious, should be prohibited un- 
der the severest penalties: or if the constitution 
of any government was inconsistent with the ap- 
plication of so violeat a remedy, they should order 
public prayers agaiust the mortality of it, to be of- 
rered in all the churches; as the custom has been 
in other great and general calamities.” 

We mean no offence to any, but truth compels 
us to declare, that we have pretty much the same 
opinion of THECLOGICAL QUACKS, that the 
magnanimous Tissot had of Empirics in Phy- 
ste! ff 

———~<_— a - 
LEARN TO BE HUMBLE. 


“ They say, If a man put away his wife, and she 
go from him, and become another man’s, shall 
he return to her again? shall not that land be 


greatly polluted ? But thou hast played the har- 
lot with many lovers; yet return again unto 
Jer. iii. 1. 

Unbelievers in God’s goodness, love, and mer- 
ey, declare, that they (themselves) if they had 
power, would make ail intelligent creatures hap- 
py! But God, say they, will make mankind, ma- 


mr, saith the Lorp.” 


ny of them, endlessly miserable!!! We request 
these good people, whose love and mercy so far 
exceeds, in their own opinion, the love and mercy 
of God, to read, attentively, the passage we have 
quoted. The Love of God, to fallen sinful man, 
is there expressed. It is too plain to be mistaken 
Figures, and a phraseology are introduced, and 
used, which never can be equalled for energy, 
description, and comprehension. Consider your- 
self as the person characterized.—Collect all your 
conceptions of right and wrong, and associate 
with them every principle which laws and customs 
have sanctioned as moral and obligatory, and con- 
centrate the whole in a focus, and that foeus your 
own bosom. Consider yourself as the injured ; 
and that your love and affection is repaid with 
treason, ingratitude, and crime! Consider the mo- 
ral turpitude of the offender, black without a 
shade ; and the whole coure and complexion of 
the offence, aggravated to that degree, that you 
could not exercise charity and forgiveness, without 
subjecting yourself, in the opinion of every one, 


war against the morals of the whole communiy 
Can you conceive of this? What, under such 
circumstances, would be your conduct ? Remer, 
ber, it is not the repentant criminal, recumbens 
with shame, and, in tears of contrition. imploring 
your mercy, that you are to pity and forgive ! | . 
awreich, foul with crime, estranged from yoy 
and determined in iniquity! Lay, now, thine hand 
upon thine heart, and answer—W ould your lap 
guage, under such tremendous circumstances. bp 
“ Return again unto ME?” If so, you would = 
nifest a disposition of mercy and forgiveness, Which, 
however it could be equalled, could never be ex. 
ceeded! Therefore, O man, consider thy way, 
and be wise. Remember, that thou art frazi) and 
fallen ; and thyself, the sinner, and spiritually, this 
abominable offender against thy God. Know 
therefore, His love toward thee ; and in futur; “let 
your breath be spent in grateful praises for his yp 
merited mercy, and never, again, in an impious 
competition with HIS UNBOUNDED Love 


—— 
A new way to make Christians. 

A Clergyman, of the Baptist persuasion, not many 
years since, had two boys, who lived with him, to 
assist him in his secular concerns. The boys pot 
being so holy as the clergyman wished, he took the 
following method to regenerate them. Tying a num. 
ber of tin-pots and pans together, he, after his boys 
had retired to bed, contrived to drag his new fang. 
led evangelizing machine over their heads, as they 
lie in bed, and, from thence, across the chamber 
floor, down the stairs, &e. ringing a rattling and 
doleful knell in their terrified ears. The poor 
boys, alarmed at this tremendous music, showed 
their fears lustily—the clergyman, in apparent and 
well-feigned astonishment, entered the chamber— 
inquiring the meaning of the noise, and the cause 
ofthe alarm. The boys gave an account corres- 
ponding with their fears, and their pious master, 
the clergyman, assured them it was the Deril who 
had come after them, and if they did not become 
holy, would carry them off! There was, indeed, 
a devil after them, but a different one from what 
the poor boys, in their fright, imagined !!! 

Reader, the above is a true slory ; it was not 
many thousand miles from the City-Hall, that this 
stratagem at raising a revival was acted. Should 
this meet the eye of the performer, on this strange 
musical instrument, and we think it possibly may, 
we would respectfully suggest to him the propriety 
of changing his music! 

—— 
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